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[THE MAHARASHTRA PUbLIC LIBRARIES AT, 1967]

[ 20th December #9967 )

An Act to provide for the establishment, maintenance, organisation and development
of public libraries in the State of Maharashtra

WHEREAS, it is expedient to provide for the establishment, maintenance,
organisationand development of public libraries in the State of Maharashtra and
for purposes connected with the matters aforesaid, It  hereby enacted in the
Eighteenth Year of the Republic of India as follows :—

CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY
1, (/) This Act may be called the Maharashtra Bublic Libraries Act, 1967,

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Maharashtra. Short titl

extent ar
(3) It shall come into force on such date? as the State Government mnmy, by Sommen

notification in the Official Gazette, appoint in that behalf; and different dates RO
may be appointed for bringing this Act into force in different. arcas;of this State.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,

(i) ** book " includes every volume, part or division of a volume and pamphlet
in any language, and every sheet of music,smap, chart or plan separately printed Definitior
or lithographed, newspapers, periodicals, paintings, films, slides, discs, or 'tapes
used for audio-visual information and such other materials;

(if) ** Committee '’ means a Library Committee appointed under section 13;

(iii) * compensatory allowance " means the travelling allowance, the dail
allowance or such other allowance which is paid to the;members of the Council
or Committee for the purpose of meeting the personal expenditure incurred by
them in attending the meetings of such Council.or Committee o1 in performing
any other functions as such members forithe purposes:of this Act;

(iv) * Council ™" means the State: Library Council constituted under section 3;
(v) ** Director ” means the Director of I'ibrari¢s;appointed under section 8;
(vi) *“ district " means a revenue distriét}
(vii) * Division ™ means a Division as set:out’in:the:Schedule to this Act;
?ﬁﬂ;i, (viii) ** municipal corporation ” means a municipal corporation constituted

- Jsgs.  under the Bombay Municipal Corporation Act, or the Bombay Provincial
Bom. Municipal Corporations Act, 1949 or the City of l\fﬂﬂpur Corporation Act, 1948;

1949,
. P,
and

I of
1950,

3 Iéir Slalcmani 2{ Obijects and Reasons, see Mabharashira Government Gazeite, 1967, Part V,
Extra, - -144,

pa :
* 1st day of May 1968 (in tho whole Stato) (Vide G, N,, E. & §. W. D., No. LIB-2567-A, dated
27th April 1968).

H4-2
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(x) “ prescribed ™ means prescribed by rules made under this Act;
(xf) ** publio library * meand,—
(a) a library established and maintained hy the State Government for the use
of the public; ;

(b) a library 1ecognised by the Director for the ¥t
from the Library Fund: and 4 purposes of grant-in-ax

(¢) any othe: library which the State Government by notification in the Official
Gazette declares to be a public library for the purposes of this Act:

(xii) ** year " means the financial year.

CHAPTER IL
STATE L1BRARY COUNCIL.
E?é‘fﬂ;“‘i“ 3. ¢/) As socn as mgy be after the commencement of this. Act, the State

Library Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute for the purposes
Councll. of this Act a Council Lo be called (he State Library Council.

(2) The Council shall-consistiof the following:members; that isto say,-

(¢) the Minister for Education of ‘the State, who shall be ex-officio President
of the Council;

(if) the Deputy Minister for BEducation of.ithe State, who shall be ex-officio
Vice-Presidont of the Coundil ffie

(11i) the Secretary totthe Government ot Maharashira, Education and Soual

Welfaro Department for the time being in office:

(iv) the Charity:Commnussioner or his nominee not below the rank of Assistant
Charity Commissioner;

" (¥) the Dilrwtqr:of Education, Maharashira State for the time being in office;
. (vi) two members elected by the Maharpshtra Lepislative Assembly, from
amongst Its meémbers;

_ (vii) one personelected By the Maharashtra Legislative Council from amorgst
its members;

(viii) one personnominated by the State Government to represent Municipa!
Corporations functioning in the State of- Maharashtra;

(ix) one person nominafed by the State Governmsnt to represent Municipalities
functioning in each of the Divisions:-

(x) one imember'from:each Division nomunated by the State Government to
represent_the Zilla Parishady funcooningsin: that Division:

(x:’;}mthc. President of'theibody known as the Maharashira Rajya Granthalaya
Sangha,

(xii) one member nomunated by ithe said Maharashtra Rajya Granthalaya
Sanghag from each. Division to represent that ];}ivisian;

(xffi) the Chai;mnn‘ﬂfnthﬁ'bngiy known 4s the Sahitya Mahamandal, a society Bom.
registored under the Bombay Piiblic Trusts Apt, 1950 Y xxax

of
1950,
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(xiv) four members nominated by the State Government from amongst pcrsons

who, tn its opinion, have speoial knowlodge or intercst or practioul oxmsonoc
in matteis connected with library service;

(xv) the Director of Libraries who shall also be the.Secretary of the Council.

(3) A person so elected under paragraphs (vi) and (vii) of sub-section '(2)
shall cease to be a momber of the Council if he ceases 10 be B member of the
Maharashtra chlalatwe Assembly or the Maharashtra Legislative Ccuncil.

4. It shall be the function of the Council fo advise the State Government on Function of
all matters connocted with the administration of this Act. Coungil.

5. (/) Save as otherwise provided in this Act, the members of the Council, not 'IELT ﬂ;f
being members ex-officio, shall hold office for a term of § years commencing O30

and
on the date on which the first meeting of the Councilds held aftef'the nomination of mm“iﬁ"‘

the members under sub-section (2) of section 3. members. of

Couyncil.
(2) The members of the Council shall be entitled tosuch:compensatury allowances
and at such rates as may be prescribed.

6. A vacancy in the office of 2 nominated or elected m¢mber of the Coungil Co 5
occurring otherwise than by efflux of time shall be filled by mmmfmon or. ﬂltBtHJFL mwf_ﬂ
as the case may be, and the person nominated or glected to fill ﬂlﬂ‘:ﬁfﬂ.ﬂanﬂ.‘-}' shall

hold office only for the remainder of the term for which the member whose place
he takes was nammaied or elected.

7. (1) The Council shall meet not less than twice in every year,:on such dates Moot Fﬂf

and at such hours as may be fixed by the President; and?six months shall not Co
mtervene between two sumasaiw meetings,

(2) The President of the Council may, whenever he thinks fit;-and shall, upon the
written request of not less than one-third of the total number of ‘members of the

Council, and on a date not later than thirty days after the receipt of such request,
call a special meeting of the.Council.

(3) One-third of the total number of members of the.Coungil shall form the
quorum.

(4) The Council shall transact business in such manner:and in accordance with
such procedure as may bo prescribed.

CHAPTER I1I.
DEPARTMENT 'OF LIBRARIES.
8. (1) For the purposes of this Act, a Department of Libraries shall be con-Dep

stituted by the State Government with a Director, of Libraries as its head and °f brare.
wiih such other officers and servanis as'the State;Government mav think fit.

(2) The State Government shall appoint a whole-tine offiCer having the pres-
cribed qualifications to be:the-Dircctor of-Libraries.-

9. {1] Subject to the superintendence, direction and control of. the State Functionsof
Govemment, the Dircctor shall be responsible for the administration of this Act.
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2 particular, and without prejudico

to the generality of t i
prov. "the Directorghall— g y he foregoing

(a) e responsible for thesplanning, maintenance, oiganisation and devel t
of public: libraries and puhhlzz library -system; . RRSEBaR
(8) superintend:and direct all mafieis relating to public libraries;

thi{:} fromate the establishmentiiof. public: libraries to achieve the purposes of
ct;

(d) recognise, in accordance with the rules made under thus Act, public libraries
and State, Divisional and other public library associations for the puiposes of
grant-in-aid from the Library Fund and sanction and disburse grants to them;

(¢) maintain accounts of the Library Fund and ensure its proper utilisation;

(N publish-annually a bibliography of all the books published in the State;

(g) submit to theState Government every year, a report on the working of
public libraries under this Act}

(4) collect and preserve old and rare books peiiodicals, manuscripts and other
documents of educatiye value in public libraries:

(1) organise programme for training candidates in library science and conduct
examinations for the candidates of recognised library training cowses: and

. (J) exerciso such other powers and perform such other duties as may be conforred
or imposed on him by rules made under this Act.

10. (1) The StateGovernment.shall establish a: Meharashtra State Library

~Servico, and appointipersons thereto,

(2) The Maharashtra:State Library ‘Service shall consist'of such classes and cate-

gories of posts as th.’:’-’Sii&'tj.f-Gmrcfﬁinc'ni_j may -from time 10 time determine. All
members of tho said service shall be Government servants and  their recruitment

and -conditions of servico shall bo:regulated by such rules as may be made by the
State Goveinment from fime to time.

(3) The salaries, sllowances gratuity, pension and other emoluments of the

membeis of the Maharashtra State: Library Sorvice. shall be paid from the
Consolidated Fund of the.State.

CHAPTER 1V
PusLIC LIBRARIES

11. ({) The State Government muy establish a State Central Library for the

whole of the State, and 8 Divisional Library for avery Division.

(2) Wherein anyilocaliarea provision for libiary seivice to the public is not

made to the'satisfaction of the Director by ‘any local authority, o1 any socicty
registored under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 or any. tiust registered under yyg
the Bombay Public Trysts;Act 1930 or where the State Government is of the opinion of

that any such local authority, ociety or trust is not willing ordis incompoton' 1o
provide library service to the public toflhe satisfaction’of the ‘Director in any locul

area, the State Goverrment may e$tablish a library for the use of the public in that
area

Provided that no such library shall be established without giving an opportunity

to the local authority, society or as the case may be, the trurtito show cause wb*
the Stale Government should not establish a library in the said local area.

1 8440
Bom
XXX
of
1950,
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w THE DIRECTOR

GOVERNMENT PRINTING, STATIONERY AND PUBLICATIONS
(Publicationis Branch), Netaji Subhash Road,
BOMBAY-400 004.

Phone 359146/47

w THE SUPERVISOR

GoverNMENT Book DEPOT _
E For Central and State Governmernt Publications )

Sale on counter only)
Yusuf Building, Second Floor, Room No. 21,
Veer Nariman Road, Hutatma Chowk,
BOMBAY-400 001.
Phone 297594

% THE SUPERVISOR

GoVERNMENT Book DEeroT

Bhandarkar Institute Marg, Badwe Building,
Lane III, Near P. Y. C. Gymkhanas,
PUNE-411 004.

Phone 56759

> ¢ . THE MANAGER

" GovERNMENT PRESS AND Book Deror
Civil Lines, |

NAGPUR-440 001.

Phone 22615

X THE SUPERVISOR

GoveERNMENT Book Derot

Shaha Ganj, Near Gandhi Chowk;
AURANGABAD..

Phone 5525

AND THE RECOGNISED BOOK SELLERS

I

|
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III. Nagpur Division.
(1) Akola District.

(2) Amravati District.
(3), Bhandara District.
(4) Buldhana District.
(5) _Chanda District.
(6) Rajura District.
(7) Nagpur District.
(8) Yeotmal District.
(9) Wardha Distriut;

IV. Aurangabad Division.
(1) Aurangabag District.
(2) Bhir District,
(3) Nanded Distriot.
(4) Osmanabad District.
(5) Parbhani District

GPK.—H 4-(1577.Bk.)-9-85
""PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT PRESS, KOLHAPUR.
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(v)) under sub-section (2) of section 10, the roquircment and conditions
service of members of the Maharashtra State Library Service;

(vii) under section 12, the functions of public libraries;

(viii) under section.13, the qualifications of a librarian to be nominated on
a Committee;

(ix) under section:25; the: information and particualrs to be submitied to the
State Government.

(3) Every rule made under this section shall be laid as soon as may be atter it is
made before each House of the State Legislature while it is in session for a total period
of thirty days which may be ccmprised'in one session or in two successive sessions,
and if before the expiry of the session, in which it is so laid or the session ‘mmodiately
following, both Houses agree in'making any modification in the rule or both Houses
-agree that the rule should not be made, and noify such decision' in the Official
Gazerte, the rule shall, from the date of publication of such notification, have effect
only in such modified form-or be'of no effect, as the case may be; so however that
any such modification .or “annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of
anything previously dgnu or omitied to be done under that rule. -

SCHEDULE.
[ See clause (vii) of section 2 ]
I. Bombay Division
(1) Greater Bombay.
(2) Dhulia District.
(3) Jalgaon District.
(4) Kolaba District.
(5) Nashik District.
(6) Ratnagiri District

(7) Thane District.

II. Pune Division
(1) Abmednagar Districl,
(2) Kolhapur District:
(3) Pune District.
(4) Sangli District.
(5) Satara District,

(6) Solapur District.



£ XXX1Y) Muharashtra Public Librarles Act, 1967 8103

7_'2.\- All property, movable und inunovuble, ucquired or held for the purposo of Wﬂ“"lh of
public library maintiined by the State Government shall vess in the = State P r;r'“
formument. purpose ol
Governmeat

public
libraries.

CHAPTER VII.
REBPORTS AND INSPECTIONS.

23. Every person who is in charge of the management of a public library shall Reports and
submit such reports and returns and furnish such information as the Director may returns,

it;:om time to time require, to the Director or any person authorised by him in  this
half.

24. The Director or any person authorised by him in this behalf shall have Inspection of
power to inspect any public library or any institution attached thereto for the Public libra-
purpose of satisfying humself that the provisions of this Act and the rules made ™"
thereunder are carried out.

25. Within six months from the end of every year, the Director shali prepare Submission
an annual report on the progress made by public libraries in that year and submit it ©f annual

to the State Government together with such information and particulars as may bo [P "r"
prescribed irector.

Provided that, po such repoit shall be submitted to the State Government
unlesz it is approved by the Council.

CHAPTER VIII.
MISCELLANEOQUS,

26. (1) The State Government may, by notificalion in the Official Gazette, Rules,

and subject to the condition of previous publication, make rules to carry out the
purposes of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoi
power, such rulss may provide for all or any of the following mtgttm-s, namely E_ug

(V) under sub-section (2) of section 5 and sub-section (2) of seclion 14, the
compensatory allowances payable to members of the Council and of the
Comumittep and the rates ar which such allowances shall be payable;

(i7) under sub-section (¢) of section 7 and section 17, the manner in

which and the procedure in accordance with which Counci L C i
shall transact their business; the Gouncil and'a Committee

~ (iii) under sub-section (2) of section 8, the qualificatic : _
appointed as the Director; qualilications required for being

(iv) under clause (d) of section (2) of section 9, rules in  accord i
which the Director shall recognize public libraries and State, Dimmu:ﬁ:d n?qh::]:
E‘ﬂlcjic libraty associations for the purposes of grant-in-aid from the Library

(¥) under clause (j). of sub-section (2) of section 9, the ot i
which the Director may exorcise or perform: ’ hor powers and duties
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(v1) under sub-section (2) of soction 10, the roquirement and conditions
service of members of the Maharashtra State Library Service;

(vii) under section 12, the functions of public libraries;

(viti) ander section.13, the qualifications of a librarian to be nominated on
a Committee;

(ix) under section 25, the information and particualrs to be submitied to the
State Government.

(3) Every rule made under this section shall be laid as soon as may be atter it is
made before each House of the State Legislature while it is in session for a total period
of thirty days which may be comprised’in one session or in two successive sessions,
and if before the expiry of the session, in which if is so laid or the session ‘mmodiately
following, both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or both Houses
agreo that the rule should not be made, and notify such decision in the  Official
Gazette, the rule shall! from the date of publication of such notification, have effect
only in such modified form-or beiof no offect,-as the case may be; so however that
any such modification or -annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of
anything previously done or omitted to be done under that rule.

SCHEDULE.
[ See clause (vii) of section 2 ]
1. Bombay Division
(1) Greater Bombay.
(2) Dhulia District.
(3) Jalgaon District.
(4) Xolaba District.
(5) Nashik District.
(6) Ratnagiri District

(7) Thane District.

II. Pune Division
(1) Abmednagar Districl.
(2) Kolhapur District:
(3) Pune District.
(4) Sangli District.
(5) Satara District.
(6) Solapur District.
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Cuaual 15. A v the o
vacanclos In | ucunay in the offico of u nominuted membor of thoe Commitico ovour

Coaatition: ing otherwise than by efflux of time shall be filled by nomination and the
person nominated:to fill the vacancy shall hold office only for the romainder of the
term for which the.member whose pluce he tukes was nominated.

IFumﬁmi of 16 It shall be the function of a Committes,—

tteo.
(1) to advise the State Government on ali matters relating to development of
hhmfy service in the district or, as the case may he. Greater Bombay on proper

P

(#i) to ensute that the prescribed functions ol the public libraries are perform-
ed by them satisfactorilv and

(iii) tc vertormrsuch otner:duties as'may be prescribed.

Manner of 17.
transaction
of business

A

The Gommirtes shall tiansact business in such mannmer and in accor-
dance with such procedure, as may be prescribed.

CHAPTER VI.
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS.
_ %iub:darr 18. (1) The State.Governmentishall.constitute a.fund called the Libray Fund.
(2) The Library Fund shall consist of—
(@) contribution made by the State Government under: section 20;

(b) any special grants given by the State Goverrament under section 21;

(¢) any grants given byrthe Goverrment of India to the State Government
for ‘development of public:libraries; and

(d) any contributions<or gifts made by the public for development of public
libraries,

Application 19, (I) The moneys 1a:the Library F und shall be utilized by the State Govern-
% ulélbmrr, ment for carryingsout the purposes of this Act,
(2) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-section (£), the moneys in the Library

Fund may be atilized by the State Government to defray expenditure on the
following :—

(@) establishment, maintenance and development of public libraries;

(b) compensatory allowancés payable.to - members of the Council and of the
Committes

(¢) grantstin:aid to public libraries ‘and library associations recoguised for tl
purpose by the Director of Libraries,
Eunstr&::ﬂon 20, The State Government shall, after duc appropriation made by law in this
Y

behalf,- contribute to the Library Fund every year, & sum not less than twenty-five
Government. lakhs of rupees

21.. The State Goyerument:may make special grants to the Library Fund.

Special
fan ™

Goyernmont.
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(3) All libraries established under this section shall be maintained, organised and
developed by the State Government through the Deparument of Libraries,

12. The Munctions of the public hbraries shall be tuch as may, on the advice Functions
o the Council, -be prescribed. of public

libraries.
CHAPTER V
LiBRARY COMMITTERS

13. (I) For every district, the State Government:shall appoint a District Library Constitution
Committeo, of Library

Committocs.
(2) The Committos shall consist of the following members, that isito say,—

(i) the Chairman for the time b ing of the Education Committee of a Zilla
Farishad functioning in the district, who shall be ex-officio President of the
Committee;

(i) the Presidedt of the District Library Association of the district (if any),

(iii) one of the Chairman of the Managing Committees  recognised public

libraries functioning in ocach taluka of the district nominated by the State
Government;

(iv) five persons nominated by the State Government, one of whom shall be
a libiarian possessing the prescribed qualifications and two shall be persons
representing libraries in the areas within the limits of a municipality or municipal
corporation in the district;

(v) one of tho Presidents of the municipalities in the district nominated by the
State Government;

(vi) the Education Officer for the time being of the Zilla Parishad functioning in
the district, who shall also be ex-officio Secretary of the Committee.

(3) The State Government shall appoint a Library Committee for Greater Bombay
coasitting of—

+ (i) the Chairman for the time being of the Education Committee of the

municipal corporation of Greater Bombay who shall be the ex-officio President
of the Committes;

(i1) five persons nominated by the State:Government one of whom shall be a
librarian possessing the prescribed qualifications and two shall be persons
lepresenting  libraries in  Greater Bombay;

(iii), Education Officer for the time being of the municipal corporation of
Greatel Bnmbaj_r;

(iv) Educational Inspector, Greater Bombay, whoz=shall.also-be:the ex-officio
Secretary of the Commuittee..

14. (1) Save as otherwise provided in this Act, the nominated members of the Term of
Commutree shall hold office for a teim of three years commencing on the date on office of,

which the first meeting of the Committes is held after their nomination. and allow-

ances (o,
i i bers of
(2) The members of the Committes shall be entitled to such compensatory  allo- Committes,
wances and at such rates as may be prescribed. Comumi



